Enterprise-Journal - Thu, Jul 2, 2009 - Page A003

Etta Stewart Lee

Elta Stewart Lee. 90, of
Chicago and formerly of Lib-
erty, died [une 24, 3009, at
Advocate Trinity TTospital of
Chicago.

Visitation is 10 a.m. Friday
atTicklaw M.B. Church until
services thereat 11, with Pas-
tor Moyese Boss offictating.
Burial will be in the church
cemetery, under the direction
of Peoples Undertaking Co. in
McComb.

Mrs. Lee was born Dec. 30,
1918, in Amite County, to
Willie and Minerva Bates
Stewart.

She was born Into a reli-
gious home rich in love and
‘tempered with strong family
wvalues built on faithin God.

t an early age she pro-
lessed her [aith in Christ and
ber of

nd dedication to ser-
s shown during the 50
years she served on the Tick-
law Church Usher Board. In
2002. she relocated to Chica-
0. where she worshiped at
First House of Prayer Church
under Watch Care Ministry.
‘which allowed her to main-
tain her membership at her
home church while remain-
ing connected to a church
home in her residential area.
“Mother Etta” was fuithful to
her God. Her family said that
despite failing health, her
spirits were high and her faith
in God never watved.

She was educated at En-
rope Bates School in Magno-
lia. She married Alex Lee Jr.

‘eb. 21, 1938, and they

ght children, providing

them a Bible-based home en-
vironment. She was a dedi-
cated homemaker for more
than 60 yearsand was a sub-
stitute teacher for Bates
School for many years, She al-
so worked in the school cale-
teria for 13 years as a cook
and a cashter at Central High

School in Liberty, and was a
Head Start teacher. Because
of her belief in education, she
‘worked hard to help others

“ome proficient in reading,
math and writing,

Her family said, “Her soft-
spoken sweel spirit was one
that endeared her to those
who met her. Ier kindness
and thoughtfulness made her
a family favorite throughout
the years, while her giving
spirit made her garden an
her kitchen table a highlight
on any visit.

“The warmth of her love
was as genuine as her home-
made quilts were heavy. She
‘was known for her beautiful-
Iy created bows to coordinate
with youngsters' dresses and
special attire that showcased
her talent in arts and crafts.
She had flowing body move-
ments and found creative
dancing and singing refresh-
ng.

“She was spontaneous in
spoken language and often
‘made up poems and songs on
the spol. Many of her
from earlier days she could re-
cite many years later. During
her earlier years she sang
with a quartet with whom
one of her lead songs was
‘Come and Go With Me to My
Father’s House.' Her [avorite
song was “I'wo Wings.""

Mrs. Lee was preceded in
deathby herparents; her hus-
band of 60 years, Alex Lee Jr.;
a son. Charles Edward Tee:
five brothers, Willie Howard
and Herbert, Charles, Leroy
and Garret Stewart: and four
sisters, Mary E. Robins, Laura
Thompson. Callie Mae Patter-
son and Helen Haygood.

Survivors include her chil-
dren. Allous Douglas Lee of
New Orleans, Alice Faye Lee
Davis, LoEsther Lane Lee Sin-
gleton and Annetlte Lee
Robinson and  husband
Mitchell, all of Chicago, Jen-
nette Lee Alexander and hus-
band McKinley, Thomas
Cordell Lee and wife Janice,
and Darrell Darnell Lee, all of
Jackson: 18 grandchildren,
28 greal-grandchildren: four
great-greai-grandchildren:
her twin sister. Fdna Stewart
Scott of Liberty: her older sis-
ter, Wilhelmenia Holden of
(Chicago: a sister-in-law, Lena
“Taplin of Liberty; and a host
ol nieces, nephews, other rel-
alives and [riends.
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